NEWSLETTER

Summer 2015

A newly discovered and restored photograph from the top of an
omnibus in The Strand, London at the time of the Coronation of
King George V in 1911 (see page 6)

THE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
I was listening to a radio programme about history some time ago and the presenter asked the
two guests which time in the past they would most like to visit for a holiday. All the protective
health inoculations would be made available to prevent any unwanted infections which might
spoil the event!
One guest chose the Tudor period and the other sometime in the Victorian age. They then
went into some detail as to what would be of particular interest to them.
This, it seems to me, is one good reason for museums to exist.
Halesworth and District Museum has a wide range of artefacts from prehistoric times (in the
form of fossils) up to the 20th century; the new 3D interactive model of Halesworth in the 16th
century; and the Robbie Page collection of photographs. All are displayed in such a way as to
provoke interest and curiosity in the past and to bring it alive as if you were there!
My personal ‘time visit’ would be to the 1930s. I was born in 1938 and Halesworth had a busy
railway station then, with all the facilities of a country station in LNER days and the unique
feature of the platform level crossing gates, then in active use.
So, come to the Museum to be inspired about the past and choose your destination. Perhaps
you would care to send us a postcard and tell us about your stay!

THE DAY WAR BROKE OUT
An extract from the childhood reminiscences of the late Bill Meenings of Bramfield
The Museum’s collections include a number of reminiscences by local residents. More are
being added as we pursue our programme of oral history recordings. As we all reflect on
World War I, here is one recollection of how it all started for a Bramfield schoolboy.
“I remember going to school that morning and in the street there were children staring at the
news placards outside our local store in Bramfield which said WAR! in large black letters.
That same afternoon I was permitted to leave school at 3pm to take my father’s tea into the
harvest field. He and three other men were working on the lower part of Target Field at Mells.
We sat down at 4pm; we were about 100 yards from Mells railway crossing, when a troop
train went by proceeding south toward London. The front flat top trucks were loaded with
field guns, and the rear cattle vans were loaded with horses. That was the first sign of war.

The Sunday following a recruiting officer came to our school asking for recruits; twelve
Bramfield boys signed on that day.”

PUTTING WISSETT ON SHOW
Jenny Ball, the Museum’s first ‘Guest Curator’ assembled this year’s special exhibition
‘Wissett Through the Ages’. Here she explains how she went about it.
Having been asked to assemble material for the Wissett
display, I was fairly relaxed about how to go about it. I knew
Halesworth and District Museum already had the tools,
anvil, bellows and other items from the old blacksmith's
forge and I was fairly sure the church would lend the 16thcentury shoe and polishing stone found in the tower during
renovations.
Three months before the exhibition was due to start, I put a
request for 'found objects' in the village newsletter, The
Wissett Web, feeling sure that many people would come
forward with items of interest. There was no response at all.
The only way was by personal approach. I contacted people whom I either knew or thought
likely to have kept objects of interest. Friends were able to help; one of the farmers had a little
museum in an old stable, including a bell wheel and clappers from the church, and she was
happy to lend whatever we wanted. Another friend had drawers full of Roman and mediaeval
pottery and fossils, dug up on their farm. Another had several clay pipes from the 17th century
onwards, some bottles and photos of the football team. Spectacles and a collection of paste
pots had been found in a well, 16th- and 17th-century broken bottles dredged from a moat and
tiles had been found in the foundations of a 16th-century farmhouse. An especially interesting
find was a bronze Egyptian coin from the reign of Ptolomy IV. It is a mystery how it came to
be in a back garden in Wissett!
I contacted the two metal detectorists who had found the Wissett Bronze Age Hoards and they
were pleased to help by contributing coins, a Roman brooch, Tudor buckles, spinning weights
and other small items of interest.
I needed help with identifying the pottery and was able to enlist the aid of Gilbert Burroughs,
an expert in Roman pottery, who kindly spent a morning going through them with me.
A friend helped with laying out the exhibits, another designed and made a holder for the bell
wheel and I was advised on how to make the labels. Strong men were on hand, fortunately, to
help move the anvil and bellows. Helpful and friendly advice was given by Mike Fordham,
our excellent Curator.

My advice to anyone who is asked to be a 'guest curator' for the Museum is to apply the
personal touch. Friends will lend things but strangers may not be so keen. Never be afraid to
ask for help!

AS OTHERS SEE US
In October 2014, the Museum once again found itself among the finalists for the Suffolk
Museum of the Year Award. For the second year, we were pipped at the post (The MidSuffolk Light Railway Museum was the worthy winner) but the exercise kept us on our toes
and we hope to benefit from the judges’ comments on visiting the Museum. Here is what
was fed back to us:
The judges praised this museum for its community engagement and commended it
highly for its efforts to take the museum out to the town and surrounding district.
The growing band of volunteers seems to have a great deal of imagination and
resourcefulness, and to take every opportunity of engaging with the town.
The judges found the museum itself to be well-presented, clean and fresh with
changing displays. “Efforts have been made to keep the museum physically
accessible and resist the temptation to overcrowd the tiny space”.
The volunteers running the museum were seen as committed, enthusiastic and willing
to help the visitor. “Their efforts to take the museum out to the town are very highly
commended …. Community engagement is admirable. Information additional to the
displays is provided through a range of publications and through a programme of
public talks.
There was good access and good signage from the town centre.
Not much had changed in the museum itself since the previous year’s visit, although
it was noted that new ideas and plans were being actively formulated. It was a pity
that the 1970s exhibition had been taken down.

LITTLE THINGS THAT MEAN A LOT
Jenny Janes continues her local tour of the ‘little left-overs of history’, leaving Holton to
visit Wenhaston and Bramfield.
Last time we were in Holton. To the south-east lies Wenhaston, whose church is famous for
its Doom, (Day of Judgement), painted on wooden boards hidden from view for centuries,
and uncovered in 1892 by chance of overnight rain when discarded outside. A few yards
further along from the church is Church Room, a quaint Georgian building, whose original
purpose is unclear. On the steeply-gabled, far end wall, high up and just below the chimney
stack are two curious brick circles which presumably once were windows but which are now
bricked up. Underneath, right at the bottom in the wall, is an old wooden frame about 4’ high

and 3’ 6” wide. Was this once a door to a cellar under the building? Now roughly bricked up,
I was curious to see markings on two of the bricks.
Most bricks are made from clay, derived
from weathered rock, usually composed of
aluminium silicates, and brick-making has
been known since before Roman times.
Initially bricks would be made on or close to
the site where the building was to be erected
by jobbing brick-makers, but gradually both
small and large brick-works developed and
various brick-making machines invented.
Many bricks had their manufacturer’s name or initials on but I have been unable to work out
what these bricks show, or trace their origin.
Just south of Wenhaston we find Thorington, a civil parish in the Hundred of Blything, with
little left of the village, but known for the Church Farm nature reserve, an area of meadow
and marshland along a tributary of the River Blyth, left to Suffolk Wildlife Trust as a reserve
by Philip Elsey, who farmed there for more than forty years. At its edge the award-winning
house, the Balancing Barn, with cladding of silver tiles, cantilevers over the landscape. And,
hidden behind trees, is the thousand-year old St Peter’s Church, its round tower and ancient
interior a heterogeneous hodge-podge of style and fittings.
On the south wall, as we reflect this year on the
start of the Great War a hundred years ago, it is
fitting to recall the men of Thorington who died,
Josiah Flatt, John Howe, Oscar Howe, Alfred
Bence Trower and Edward Bence Trower.
A little east and we arrive at Bramfield, known for
its crinkle-crankle wall, part of the boundary of
Bramfield Hall, and its thatched church with
another round tower, but this one, curiously,
completely detached.
In the main street is another thatched building, small, but complete – the bus shelter! Why it
was decided that this should have a
thatched roof is hard to say. But the
craft of using dry vegetation for
building a roof, like brick-making,
has been known for centuries and its
methods
passed
down
the
generations. For most people in
Europe, thatch was the only material
available for roofing well into the
1800s and a good-quality straw
thatch can last for more than half a
century.

100 YEAR-OLD IMAGES FOUND AND RESTORED
A newly discovered cache of old photographic plates, dating back more than a century,
is providing real excitement up at the Museum.
The group of 28 plates were taken in the early years of the last century, probably by a member
of the Goodwin family of Halesworth, who at the time ran the Bon Marché store in The
Thoroughfare, later Edwards. They were handed to the Museum by Mrs Barbara Slater of
Spexhall, executor of the late Mrs J.J. Scriggins, a descendant of the Goodwin family.
The plates show some fascinating scenes of Halesworth life in the years before the Great War,
including boys bathing in one of the locks on the Blyth Navigation and ice-skating on the New
Cut and the celebrated annual football match between the Brewers and Maltsters. There are
also remarkable images of the Coronation of George V in 1911 in London, at least one of
them taken from the top of a moving bus (see our front cover).
These plates are an exciting addition to the Museum’s collections, showing, as they do, aspects
of life in the Halesworth area that we have not been seen for nearly a century. Among them,
for example, are scenes from the old Bulcamp Workhouse in Blyford. The photographer –
whoever he or she was – may have been an amateur but shows remarkable skills, capturing
scenes of movement at a time when this was no easy feat with the cameras of the day.
The glass plates had been badly damaged by water over the years but the Museum was able
to call on the digital skills of Bernard Duffield of South Elmham St Margaret, who has
managed to restore the originals to close to their original quality.
Alongside the plates have come a collection of moving letters and postcards written by the
family to Clifford Goodwin, who was serving with the 1st Suffolk Volunteers in the Boer War.
A collection of his medals, from the Boer War and from the First World War, were, until
recently, on display as part of the Museum’s World War I exhibition.

BEFORE AND AFTER: digital conservation work by Bernard Duffield

IMAGES FROM THE
GOODWIN PHOTOGRAPHIC
PLATES, c.1910

Crowds gather in the Market Place to
celebrate George V’s Coronation, 1911

Boys bathing at Halesworth Lock on the
Blyth Navigation

The Women’s Ward at Bulcamp Hospital

Clifford Goodwin – and dog – in the
uniform of the 1st Suffolk Volunteers.

THE MARINE TRADE OF THE SUFFOLK CREEKS
1550-1600
Museum Curator, Mike Fordham, has been looking into life and trade along the Suffolk
coast in the reign of Elizabeth I.
Yarmouth was, in Elizabeth’s reign, the ‘head port’ on our coastline, with four harbours,
known as ‘creeks’, coming under its control. Three of these were in Suffolk: Dunwich comprising the harbours of Dunwich, Walberswick and Southwold; Aldeburgh and Orford; and
Woodbridge. All of these had ready access to a well maintained and travelled road: the east
coast road to Yarmouth, running through Ipswich, Woodbridge, Snape Bridge, Blythburgh
and Beccles. Fishing and coastal trading were their mainstays during this period.
The Iceland fishing voyage was an East Anglian enterprise. Apart from a heavy fall in the
middle years of the century, the number of ships remained fairly constant at around a hundred.
In 1593, 111 East Anglian ships were noted, of which sixteen were from Southwold and two
each from Walberswick and Dunwich.
Most ships sailing north were ‘fishing-doggers’ equipped for fishing with hooks, gutting
knives, spears and nets. Most arrived in Iceland with salt to preserve the expected cargo of
fish.
It was rare for a single fisherman to finance his own voyages. Groups of merchants and shipmasters would come together, sometimes drawing up a ‘Charter Party’ under which the voyage would be conducted. In March 1566 the Margaret Bonadventure of 55 tons (possibly from
Southwold) was ‘let to freight’ for a 6-week voyage, fishing between Scotland and Iceland.
The master, his crew of eight and a boy were required to ‘do their best endeavours for the
taking of fish for the profit of him and the merchants’. In return, the two merchants promised
to pay him £50, and they paid ¾ of the charge of the voyage for stores and victuals. The stores
included 1,500 hooks, 30 ‘kepe hooks’, 58 lines, 12 ‘towes’, 6 spars, 500 nails, knives, 16
wey of salt and 7 tons of empty casks.
In July, the Iceland ships would begin to arrive back with cod and ling. In July 1566 the ‘Grace
of God’ brought 1,600 stockfish into Southwold.
The Suffolk creeks obtained most of the salt, used for preserving the fish, from London. William Harborne obtained a monopoly of the manufacture of salt at Yarmouth, but it turned out
to be ‘not strong enough’ and that from his four pans at Walberswick was little better.
As well as this ocean-going trade, the Suffolk creeks were involved in a good deal of coastal
trade in this period.

The shipping of dairy produce and fish to
London underwent a considerable expansion. Water transport was cheap and East
Suffolk was, above all, a butter and
cheese region. Most cheese and all the
butter produced was shipped to the capital. After 1558 and the loss of Calais to
the French, more and more Suffolk ships
were employed in victualling London.
In just one summer season, 1586, total
Suffolk trade by water to London was
3,768 wey of cheese and 4,179 barrels of
butter. Just one shipment by one local
merchant alone carried 1,293 wey of
cheese and 1,007 barrels of butter.
Provisions for the navy and for garrisons
were also an important source of income.
While Calais was still in English hands
Mr Sone and Mr Robert Norton of Halesworth were sending cheese, butter and
pork to Calais and Boulogne as well as
north to Newcastle and Berwick. At the
time of the Armada threat, 1587-8, the
Privy Council ordered Suffolk port and
creek officials to provide cheese and butter for the Queen’s ships and to send the
provisions round to Portsmouth.
Coal, used by blacksmiths and limeburners, was another significant cargo
for Suffolk ships. In 1593-4, of 269 English colliers shipping coal from Newcastle, Yarmouth vessels carried 42 cargoes,
The Suffolk coast in John Speed's map of 1610
Southwold 31 and Aldeburgh 29. Also
Norfolk and Suffolk shipping played the predominant part in the provisioning of coal for London.
Corn was never as important a cargo for vessels from Yarmouth and its creeks as it was for
Kings Lynn. This was not a corn-growing area on the same scale. But fish was a staple cargo
and Dunwich in particular enjoyed a regular trade with London.

HALESWORTH OPENS ITS ‘HERITAGE DOORS’
The Museum is thrilled that Halesworth is taking up the challenge this year of participating in
the national Heritage Open Days initiative, organised by the National Trust and Historic
England. Over the weekend of 12-13 September, there will be opportunities for people to
explore buildings in Halesworth they can’t usually visit and to take part in talks, walks and
events, all designed to highlight the rich historical fabric of the town.
Over sixteen opportunities – all free of charge - are being offered around the town to explore,
learn and appreciate. There will be a focus on the town’s industrial history, particular the
malting trade.
The Museum will be helping to provide background information for many of these sites and
will also be open throughout the weekend, with Museum volunteers on hand to explain to
visitors the history of the railway station area, including the unique moveable platforms.
Watch out for the Heritage Open Days programme, which will be published in July.

GROWING UP IN HALESWORTH
A successful thread of the ‘Halesworth in the Seventies’ venture last year was the project to
record interviews with people who had recollections of life in the area during that decade.
More than 25 hours of recording were made and these will form a permanent Sound Archive
in the Museum.
The team that was brought together and trained to undertake these recordings is now back in
action in a new project to record people’s childhood memories of ‘Growing Up In and Around
Halesworth’. The subject has been deliberately chosen to include people of many different
age groups and results are already proving fascinating. For many of us, the thought that people
growing up in the villages in the 1930s might have had no electricity, no gas and no source of
fresh water comes as a sharp reminder of how much we now take for granted. In an age when
we just ‘hop in a car’ to get anywhere, we forget, too, how much of a barrier distance was in
the past; even the few miles from one of the villages into Halesworth could stop you taking
part in the activities on offer in the town.
Meanwhile, in a linked thread, Jenny Janes, who recorded a number of people last year who
had worked in the health and social care sectors in the Seventies, is extending this project to
cover a wider period of time.
If you’d like to take part in these projects – either as an interviewer or as someone with
memories to contribute; or if you know someone you think could tell us something useful,
then please get in touch with Vic Gray at 01986 872437; e-mail grayvw@globalnet.co.uk or
with Jenny Janes at 01986 874929; e-mail jenny.janes@btinternet.com. We’d love to hear
from you.

A TRADITION OF PUBLIC SERVICE
As Heather Phillips, MBE celebrates 60 years as Wenhaston Parish Councillor, she traces
the roots of her family’s long record of service
Charles Ellis was born in Hingham, Norfolk, and was baptised there in 1839. His father, John
Ellis, was recorded as an agricultural labourer, aged 35, in the 1841 census. By the mid-1860s,
he was running a baker’s and grocery business in Pound Street, Halesworth – now London
Road. He courted Caroline Skinner, who lived on a farm in Rendham. After he closed the
shop at 7p.m. on Saturday, he walked to Rendham to meet her. When the clock in Peasenhall
(probably on Smyth’s works) struck 9 p.m., they were within hailing distance of each other.
On Sunday evening he walked back to Halesworth to begin baking early on Monday morning.
They married in Rendham church in 1865. They had a daughter, Caroline, and then, in 1868,
my grandfather, Wallace, was born. His mother died when he was eight days old and was
buried in Ditchingham, where her parents had moved to. They were eventually buried next to
her.
Charles employed Emma Tooke, a Halesworth girl, to look after his two young children. He
married her in 1869 and they had more children. His father, John, came to live with them and
he cared for him until his death in the 1890s. The business was successful, he bought more
property and was a benefactor to his chapel.
When parish councils were created in 1894, he was elected to the Halesworth Council and
continued on the new Urban District council when it was created in 1900, continuing until his
death in 1906. A foundation stone outside the Methodist Chapel carries his initials. He later
took an active part in the Congregational Church in Quay Street.
His son, Wallace, was apprenticed to a builder and later became a journeyman. He married
Kate Kent, whose family lived at the ‘White Swan’ in London Road, a flourishing pub near
the market. He became a builder, decorator and undertaker in Wenhaston in the 1890s, where
he became a parish councillor and then Clerk to the Parish Council, a role which he carried
out efficiently for more than forty years. He was very protective of the commons and
footpaths. No footpath was closed and any encroachment on the commons was resisted. He
passed this concern on it turn to his youngest son, my father Roland (known as ‘Goldie) and
to myself. I have maintained their vigilance to the best of my ability.
Wallace was my grandfather, and my uncle on my mother’s side, James Roberts, also became
a parish councillor in Wenhaston, taking on the role of Clerk when Wallace stepped down
during the 2nd World War. He in turn was clerk for over forty years.
I was born in Wenhaston and married Peter Phillips in 1955, the year in which I was first
elected to Wenhaston Parish Council. This is my 60th anniversary as a parish councillor. I feel
this must be a record for a single family continuously serving the community since modern
local government was introduced in 1894.

ON NOW AT THE MUSEUM …

WISSETT
THROUGH THE AGES

A Community Exhibition
by

The People of Wissett
Tues. – Sat. 10.00–12.30 and Wed. 2.00-4.30
The display continues until September

… AND COMING UP
THE MUSEUM TALKS, 2015
17 Sept – ‘The Battle for Blythburgh Church’
Blythburgh historian, writer and broadcaster, Dr. Alan Mackley, explores the fight
to protect the ‘Cathedral of the Marshes’ from Victorian modernisation.
22 Oct – ‘An Eccentric Look at Suffolk’
Radio Suffolk’s ever-popular ‘Suffolk Man’, Charlie Haylock, entertains with his own
very individual slant on Suffolk life and history.
Talks start 7:30pm at the United Reformed Church, Quay Street, IP19 8EP
Admission: £3.00; Friends of the Museum: £1.50

