NEWSLETTER

Xmas 2013

THE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
2013: Didn’t We Do Well?
Teamwork is the name of the game at the Museum. A welcome number of volunteers have joined us
during the year, each of whom has valuable skills to assist us with all our plans for future activities.
Just like a jigsaw, everyone fits into place.
Looking back on 2013, we have enjoyed great success in all our projects. The revived ‘Museum Talks’
sessions, at the new venue in the United Reformed Church, have all been well attended and encouraged
us to repeat the experiment next year with a second series of four talks, starting in April. The
acquisition and restoration of the Bronze Age artefacts from the Wissett Hoards is going steadily
forward. We have published yet another book; ‘Fred Johnson’s Halesworth: Images of a Victorian
Suffolk Market Town’ was launched in October and provides a fascinating glimpse into the town as it
was in the 1890s. And when we put out a selection of photographs from the Robbie Page collection at
the Antiques Street Fair in the Old Printworks in August, we were swamped by interested people.
Behind the scenes, work continues with the cataloguing and filing of the flow of items donated to the
collection. We have also started work on creating the long wished-for special room for those wishing to
research family and local history using the Museum’s reference resources. The downstairs store will be
refurbished with suitable furniture, computers and other resources to make this possible. We have been
lucky in having been provided with temporary storage for the objects previously stored in this room.
We are also preparing the documentation required for us to continue our status as an Accredited
Museum. This has involved updating all our forward plans, financial projections and procedural rules.
And to cap it all, we made it into the short-list for Suffolk Museum of the Year, no mean feat for a
small volunteer-run Museum, up against professionally staffed and financed rivals. The culmination of
another landmark year, which we hope will set the pattern for the future.
Lastly, please admire our new logo! Adapted from the old British Railways ‘totem’ it will shortly grace
the front of the Museum building and appear on all our future documents and publications
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HALESWORTH MARKET THROUGH SIX CENTURIES
Mike Fordham outlines the origins and development of Halesworth’s ancient
trading centre
In 1223, a charter granting the right to hold a
market and fair was issued to Richard de
Argentein, Sheriff of Suffolk and lord of
Halesworth Manor. This was probably followed
by the laying out of new plots and tenements
around a planned market area north of the
church, and close to the administrative centre of
the manor.
By 1376, the market consisted of at least 28
stalls, with most stallholders paying 12d
annually to the lord of the manor for ground
rent. Part of the market was called the ‘Flesh
Market,’ with stalls being rented by butchers
and butcher-graziers. By the middle of the 15thcentury, trade through the ‘Flesh Market’ at
Halesworth, and thence to Walberswick and
other local ports, encouraged some local
landowners to concentrate on dairying.
Certainly, Suffolk cheese was being exported
out of Southwold to Holland during the 15th
century.
While butchers undoubtedly dominated the
trade in the market, it was by no means given
over completely to them. In the 17th century
(and no doubt earlier) there were a clusterof
fish stalls, possibly by that date housed in a
Fish Hall which documentary evidence places
behind the current ‘Tilly’s Restaurant.
The principal official building in any market
was the ‘market house.’ It was generally built in
the open market place, off-centre, nearer to one
side, often with a row of shops to one end;
giving rise to a common topographical feature
of modern town centres, namely a row of
buildings on an island site, with a narrow lane
to one side and a wide street (the market place)

on the other. Some market houses were little
more than covered crosses, or open shelters
supported on a row of pillars; many included a
hall or court-room (for a Court of ‘Pie Powder’,
to deal with market disputes) built above, with
a ‘common beam with its weights and
measures, toll chamber and gaol below and
space where goods could be sold by licensed
traders.
In 1594 the Halesworth market cross was
mentioned in a ballad and, some years before,
in 1577, there is a documentary reference to a
tenement in the market place called
‘CROSSEHOUSE’, which was then held by
charter by one John Launce. The name Crosse
House was retained and there is evidence that it
can be identified with the current Halesworth
Wine Shop & Masonic Hall. The building has
been listed as being 16th-century in date but
there is a possibility that it is earlier still. So
Halesworth’s Market House may be still
standing though its original function has been
long lost sight of.
This same John Launce was also in possession
of a ‘Tenement in the Market Place with a
parcel of stalls behind’ held in 1577 for a rent
of 3s. There is reason to believe that this may
be identified with the medieval stall/shop,
facing the Market Place, which was demolished
in 1961 as part of a road improvement scheme.
The property’s frontage was 25feet long, with
doorway, stall/shop & through-passage. The
‘jettied’ upper storey under a steep roof would
have provided living or warehouse space.
By 1600, Halesworth, was one of the fastest
growing towns in East Anglia. The town had

survived the economic malaise better than
many of its smaller neighbours. It was well
prepared to sustain its growth into the postmedieval period. Its economy was largely based
on the familiar occupational groupings of the
leather, building, food and clothing trades.

1730, one writer, Thomas Cox, tells us, ‘The
town is populous, and the Market good. There
is plenty of linen yarn, which the women of the
county spin, partly for the use of families, and
partly for sale. Good commodity for trade.’
In the late 18th century, this trade became more
organised. Small-scale ‘factories’ (weaving
shops) were established in Halesworth, where
master weavers could employ two or three
journeyman weavers at 1s to 1s 6d a day. They
purchased their yarn from spinners living
nearby or from grocers and drapers in the
‘Halesworth Yarn Market’ (Hatcher & Son 25
Market Place), and made it into linen cloth of
various degrees of fineness. They concentrated
on cheaper, coarse types of linen and sold the
cloth in their immediate neighbourhood or to
shopkeepers in Halesworth.

The mediaeval shop (right) at the north end of the Market
Place, demolished in 1961 (on the site of the Fish
Christian Bookshop)

A century later, Halesworth was still a town of
small businesses, supplying a local urban
market, and the needs of the surrounding
countryside. There was an agreement between
‘the Lord of the Manor of Halesworth, and the
county Gentlemen, Graziers and Drovers of
North Britain that the last Market day in May
(from about 1710) would be supplied with lean
cattle’. There was also a strong trade in Scotch
beasts like Galloways. These could be
purchased at the autumn ‘Bullock Fair.’ After
fattening the cattle were sent on to the London
market. Henry Nursey, a Halesworth butcher,
carried on the business of being a cattle drover.
The moving of cattle was an occupation
compatible with being a prosperous butcher.
By this time, the growing of flax and hemp in
the area around Halesworth and a cottage
industry in spinning the fibres had led to the
development of a new trade in linen. About

By 1800 Halesworth was ceasing to be a market
for the local dairy farmers, who supplemented
their income from growing hemp. Dairying
declined as higher prices gave farmers the
expectation of better profits from grain and
bullock fattening. Despite the economic
depression which followed the Napoleonic
Wars, Halesworth Market continued to flourish.
Indeed, in 1855 we read that ‘The market is
held on Tuesday, and is the best attended, and
doing the most extensive business in the eastern
division. Here is a Hiring fair for servants on
the last Tuesday of September. Once a month
Mr Freeman has a large sale of horses and cattle
etc at his extensive repository.’

A new display of pictures and information
about the Market Place and its history has
now been installed in the windows of the
former Roe & Co. store (now Boots the
Chemist) in a collaboration between the
Museum and the Halesworth Portas Pilot
Group

MORE LITTLE THINGS THAT MEAN A LOT
Vic Gray reflects on the importance of the little things we often overlook as we go on
our way in and around Halesworth
I was fascinated by the article in the last
Newsletter about the little things around us,
little gems of history that we pass many times
in Halesworth, barely noticing them. I resolved
to keep a better eye out in future.
Vic Gray’s article started with a missing
milestone and I was reminded of the post
passed on the right, some yards going down
Bungay Road towards the hospital. Was this a
milestone? And why the hole through the
middle? On the top can be seen what appears to
be an arrow mark of the Ordnance Survey, the
government mapping agency, originally developed for military mapping in Scotland in the
immediate aftermath of the last Jacobite
Rebellion. Today we use GPS, the US satellitebased navigation system, launched in 1978 and
also
originally
intended
for
military
applications.

Next, Vic wrote of the postbox in Station Road,
and my mind immediately leapt to the pillbox
half-way up the footpath beside the railway,
between Station Road and Norwich Road. It is
of Type 22 and built around 1941-42; a regular
hexagon in plan with an embrasure in five of
the sides and an entrance in the other. The
embrasures were suitable for rifles or light

machine guns. As we approach the 100th
anniversary of World War One and the 75th
anniversary of World War Two, it is a reminder
of past threats to our country, half-buried and
boarded up as it is. Within the district of the
museum there are also pillboxes at Chediston,
Bramfield and Blythburgh.

Walk into town and up The Thoroughfare and
there is another of the ‘ghost signs’ mentioned
in Vic’s article. On the side of the arch through
to the car park are the remains of a FROST &
SON sign, advertising the shop at number 8,
once owned by the grandfather of Sir David
Frost, the British journalist and broadcaster,
who died in August this year. Old hand-painted
advertising signs, the painters of the signs were
called wall dogs in the US, a derogatory term as
the painters were known for working like
‘dogs’ through the heat of the summer
sometimes in very perilous conditions.

Further up, outside Bank House on the wall is
an elegant plaque, comemorating:
Priscilla Buxton
Resident 1839 - 55
The campaigning daughter of
Thomas Buxton Brt
to liberate all slaves
Married Andrew Johnston
agent for Gurneys Bank
on 1st August 1834 the day
Emancipation Act
was passed
Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton was born in Essex
in 1786. A close friend of Joseph Gurney,
(1788-1847), whose family had established
Gurney’s bank in 1770 and whose sister,
Elizabeth Fry is well-known for campaigning
for prison reform, Buxton became a partner in a
brewing company and became involved in
several campaigns for social reform. In 1884 he
succeeded William Wilberforce as leader of an
anti-slavery party in Parliament, continuing
until the Slavery Abolition Act of 1833 freed all
enslaved people in the British Empire. Priscilla
Buxton (1808-1852), his eldest daughter,
married Andrew Johnston (1798–1862), MP for
St Andrews. Before and after her marriage, she
acted as main confidante and assistant to her
father, compiling information and helping him
draft speeches and pamphlets. She was also an
important activist in her own right, promoting
national female anti-slavery initiatives. Priscilla
had some four children, including Andrew
Johnston (1835-1895), whose name is
remembered in Andrew Johnston Way off
Saxons Way.
Cross the Market Place, and on the path
through to the church, set into the side wall of
the beauty shop is a single, simple, London
Brick Company brick, commemorating the

Royal Wedding in 1981 of Charles and Diana,
with what looks like the Prince of Wales
feathers, the heraldic badge of the heir apparent
to the thrones of the Commonwealth realms.
Diana seems to fade from memory, but,
following the birth of Prince George,
Halesworth has discovered a royal connection
in his ninth maternal great-grandfather,
Benjamin Fairfax, a 17th-century draper who
lived in the town; the location of his shop is yet
to be found. And, The London Brick Company
was incorporated in 1900, and bricks, amongst
other building materials have a fascinating
history of their own. But, that’s another story.

And, finally, cross back and down Duck Alley,
just over the little bridge and see another ghost
from the past - how many people see the
ghostly graffiti on the wall? Is it a ghost, or
have the aliens landed? Who sprayed it on the
wall? Graffiti has been around for thousands of
years, perhaps longer than Halesworth itself and
I wonder how long this fellow will last. I hope
he stays; I have grown rather fond of him and
the other Little Things that mean a lot around
Halesworth.

1970? THAT’S THE DAY BEFORE YESTERDAY
Vic Gray, Project Co-ordinator for the ‘Haslesworth in the 1970s’ project explains
why the Museum is bothering with such recent times
If you haven’t yet heard about the Museum’s
‘Halesworth in the 1970s’project, then our
publicity has not been as good as it should be.
The project has been a long time in the making:
well over a year since the idea was first mooted,
a good six months while the Heritage Lottery
Fund considered the joint application on behalf
of eleven museums in Suffolk and Hertfordshire. And now, at last, it’s up and running.
The question I’m asked more frequently than
any other is “Why the Seventies?” or “What’s
so special about the Seventies?” The Museum
has, on the whole, cast its eye much further
back in time, whether that time is the Bronze
Age in the case of the Wissett Hoards or the
19th century with our most recent publication
‘Fred Johnson’s Halesworth’. Wasn’t 1970 just
the day before yesterday?
In a way, that’s the point. How many times do
people say to me “I can remember what
happened when I was a child, but I’m blowed if
I can remember what happened yesterday”.
History doesn’t start and work backwards from
World War II. It starts with yesterday (or even,
perhaps, earlier today!).
The other thing I’ve heard a number of times
now is “Nothing happened in Halesworth in the
1970s.” Really? What about the opening of the
Town Park and the Swimming Pool? What
about new businesses like M.R.King and
Hammonds? What about those bold ventures of
the time, the Old Maltings Leisure Centre and
the Chateaubriand Restaurant? The building of
Jubilee Court. The opening of the Apollo
Centre.

And how did Halesworth react to the big events
of the decade? The Cold War? Who remembers
the Cold War bunker at Holton? The fuel
shortages, the lay-offs and the 3-Day Week –
we can’t have been that isolated. Did Women’s
Lib and the sale of Council Houses have any
effect here? How did we react to decimalization
and Britain joining Europe?
These are some of the questions we’re going to
be asking over the coming months from people
who were here in Halesworth and the neighbouring villages during the 1970s. We’ll be
jogging memories with displays of our
photographic collections, which our volunteer
and trustee, Pat Norris, has been patiently
digitizing and we’ll be checking what people
remember against the written records of the
time. At the end of the project we’ll be putting
the results on display for everyone to see just
how much we’ve managed to recover before the
memory fades.
There’s still plenty of opportunity to get
involved with the 1970s project?
•
•
•

•

Did you live in the area in the 1970s?
Do you know someone who did and who
might talk to us?
Have you kept any any household goods,
electrical goods or clothes from that period
that could help dress a display or jog
memories?
Would you like to volunteer to help with
the project? There’s room for many types
of help, from manning a stall to typing up
research notes to interviewing people.

If any of thyese would interest you, please get
in touch with Vic Gray at 01986 872437 or enail: grayvw@globalnet.co.uk

THE WISSETT HOARD
GOES HOME
Brian Howard
As the Halesworth and District Museum is not
very large and is far enough from the town
centre not to encourage people to ‘just pop in
for a bit’, we wondered where best to hold the
first public viewing of the Wissett Hoard, a
group of Bronze-Age tools recently acquired
by the Museum under the Portable Antiquities
Scheme following their discovery by a metal
detectorist. We felt it was appropriate that the
first public viewing should take place where
they were found, in Wissett, and where more
appropriate and more likely to attract interest
than than in the local pub. It did not take much
discussion with Nick and Debbie, the owners
of the Wissett Plough, to arrange a date for the
display. An added extra, and quite seductive,
was the offer to brew a celebration beer in the
pub’s own nano-brewery, to be called ‘Wissett
Bronze’.

Discussing the finer points of the Bronze Age in a convivial setting

We set the display up on a fairly small table,
as there were only six axe-heads, with some
supporting information. The event was
planned to be low-key! Even before we had
set up the display, and before the pub opened,
the first visitors arrived at 10:45! And they did
not stop coming. Our ‘attendance list’ had
some 120 names on it by the end of the day
but it was estimated that there were, in all,
some 250 visitors. We finished at 7pm and
had a pint of the Wissett Bronze, and very
welcome it was.

NEWS IN BRIEF
NOT QUITE MUSEUM OF THE YEAR

THE WISSETT HOARDS

It comes as a massive pat-on-the-back for all
our volunteers and friends for a little Museum
like ours, with its minimal level of funding, to
find itself on the shortlist for the Suffolk
Museum of the Year Awards in 2013. Of more
than thirty museums which entered, we were
thrilled to be listed among the six finalists and
succumbed only to the mighty resources of the
National Trust’s Ickworth House. Our
Certificate now hangs proudly in the Museum

They’ve been waiting 3,500 years to go on
display in the Halesworth and District Museum
so we can wait a little longer for the Wissett
Hoards to take up their new home. Specialist
conservation has been completed on one of the
two hoards and the other is in progress. Consultations have begun on the design of the new
cabinet for their display and funding is still
being sought to finish the job. A huge boost has
come from the award of £500 from the
Halesworth Lions to the cost of bringing this to
fruition. Our grateful thanks to them.

But watch out Ickworth. We shall be back!

CHRISTMAS IS COMING
If you’re looking for a Christmas present for
someone who knows and loves Halesworth,
then you could scarcely do better than to give
them a copy of ‘Fred Johnson’s Halesworth:
Images of a Victorian Suffolk Market Town’,
with its evocative images of the town in the age
before motor-cars.

The first of these, in April, has yet to be fixed
but please put in your diary the date of
Thursday 15 May when Alan Clapson will talk
about his extensive researches into the men of
Halesworth who served in the First World War.
Alan has been delving into their stories for
many years, and in this, the centenary of the
outbreak of the Great War, his talk will make a
fitting tribute to those men who served, and
many of whom fell.

NEW TO THE MARKET PLACE

This is the Museum’s latest publication and, by
buying a copy, you’d also be helping to ensure
that we can keep on producing interesting and
attractive booklets on local subjects.
Copies can be bought from the Museum or
from the Halesworth Bookshop in the Market
Place, price £9.99

THE MUSEUM TALKS
We’ve come to the end of our experimental
season of talks on local subjects, held in the
United Reformed Church. The Museum
Trustees have been greatly encouraged by the
level of support we’ve had for these sessions,
none of which has had an audience of less than
fifty, with one attracting over a hundred people.
There is clearly a local appetite for this sort of
event and we can therefore go ahead
confidently to plan another season of four talks.

Some early visitors to the new Market Place display
admire the new feature

Take a look in the Market Place and admire the
brand new feature in the window of Boots the
Chemist. The Museum has been working with
the Portas Town Team to help enliven the
environment in that part of town. A number of
photographs from the Museum’s collections
have been used to provide some historical
context for visitors, with historical notes by
Mike Fordham. EPS Transfers have done a
marvellous job of blowing up the images.

Keep in touch at www.halesworthmuseum.org.uk

